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from Labienus that the Belgse were mustering and combining A second vast horde of Germans were m Flanders and Artois 5 men of the same race with the BelgEB and in active confederacy with them. They might have been left in peace, far off as they were, had they sat still, but the notes of their preparations were sounding through the country and feeding the restless spirit which was stunned but not subdued
Cgesar, on his own responsibility, raised two more legions and sent them across the Alps in the spring When the grass began to grow he followed himself Suddenly, before any one looked for him, he was on the Marne with his aimy The Rerm (people of Rheims), staitled by his unexpected appearance, sent envoys with their submission and offers of hostages The other Belgian tubes, they said, were detei mined upon war, and weie calling all then warnois under arms Then united forces were reported to amount to 300,000. The Bellovaci from the mouth of the Seme had sent 60,000 , the Suessiones fiom Soissons, 50,000, the Nervn, between the Sambre and the Scheldt, 50,000, Arras and Amiens, 25,000, the coast tribes, 36,000 , and the tribes between the Ai-dennes and the Rhine, called collectively Germani, 40,000 more This irregular host was gathered in the foiests between Laon and Soissons
Ceesar did not wait for them to move He advanced at once to Rheims, where he called the Senate together and encomaged them to be constant to the Roman alliance He sent a party of .ZEdui down the Seme to haiass the territory of the Bellovaci and recall them to their own defence, and he went on himself to the Aisne, which he crossed by a bridge already